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There is sound wisdom in the fundamental idea which lies back 
of this book. It seeks to point out the lack of intelligent and 
sympathetic interest on the part of the public and of legislatures 
with reference to our great fundamental industry, agriculture. 
That the author himself is intelligent and sympathetic with re- 
gard to the farmer's needs, at times seems somewhat doubtful when 
we find him scouting the idea that there has been any scarcity of 
capital available for the farmer and when we find him advocating 
a plan by which the farm worker will be thrown into competition 
with the lowest grades of coolie and other immigrant labor. 
Throughout, the author proves too much; his attitude toward 
facts is far from scholarly, and his handling of figures is at best 
extremely reckless. What, for example, is the truth back of the 
assertion "it has for years been utterly impossible to secure more 
than half the necessary farm labor at any price" or "the chief op- 
position to Chinese labor comes from 'idlers' and organized labor" 
or "the farmers have received no profit on hog-feeding during the 
war" or "in no country in Europe, during the last two decades, 
have the farmers received so little for their produce and the con- 
sumer paid so much for their foodstuffs as in this country." As- 
suredly we need and would welcome a careful and authentic study 
of any one of the issues raised in this small volume, particularly 
that dealing with the agricultural labor supply and its efficient 
use, or with the actual results of food control, or the present 
status of rural mortgage credit. But a brief discursive treatment 
of a wide range of these problems within so small a compass and 
by one not particularly qualified for the task merely muddies the 
waters of a pool that was already turbid enough. 

E. G. Nouese. 

Iowa State College. 
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